
Typography and 
Communication  

Question: Anthony Froshaug writes: 'To 
communicate, you can't just be cold as 
an arrival indicator at a railway station: 
you must thrill them.' Discuss this point 
in relation to typography.  



This subject area is chosen because whilst thrilling 
readers is an important function of  typography, the 
most thrilling typefaces are not the most enduring 
ones.  



This essay will critically discuss typography’s function 
of  thrilling readers. 

 

�  The importance of thrilling readers 

�  Three principles of durable typography  

�  Importance of relinquishing the thrill 

How I am going to answer the question  



The importance of thrilling readers 
 

Typography’s function of  thrilling readers can draw 
readers’ attention and stimulate their interest to read 
the text further, helping the text better at conveying its 
message and vision to more readers.  



Three principles of durable typography  
 

�  Durability  

�  Legibility 

�  Readability   



Importance of relinquishing the thrill 
 

Typography also has a function of  relinquishing their 
attraction for readers in order to let readership 
concentrate on reading.  

If  the typography always occupies the attention of  the 
readers, the readers will be hard to concentrate on 
comprehending the meaning behind those words, so 
the typography’s purpose will be damaged. 
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Canadian, Poet,Typographer, 
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He wrote The Elements of  
Typographic style — a 
reference book of  typefaces, 
glyphs and the visual and 
geometric arrangement of  
type 



The Elements of  Typographic Style is 
the authoritative book on typography 
and style 
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About face: Reviving the rules of typography  

This book  presents and 
explains the typography 
basics required by all graphic 
designers, from the names of  
the different parts of  
characters, typeface styles 
and their function, to type 
measurement, typeface 
families and type 
manipulation on the 
computer.  



Timetable 
Week1: introduction, importance of  thrilling 
readers three principles of  durable 
typography 

Week2: three principles of  durable 
typography importance of  relinquishing the 
thrill 

Week3:importance of  relinquishing the thrill 

Week4: conclusion, reference list 



Conclusion  
�  The relation of  thrilling readers and typography  

�  Thrilling readership is an important function of  
typography, because it can draw readers’ attention 
to the text, and stimulate their interest to read it.  


